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URBAN RENEWAL AUTHORI TY BI LL

COW TTEE STAGE

Anendnents to be noved by the Secretary for Planning and Lands

Cl ause Anmendnent Pr oposed
4 (a) By deleting subclause (1) and substituting -

"(1) There shall be established a Board
to be naned the Board of the Urban Renewal
Aut hority conprised of the follow ng nenbers -

(a) a Chairman of the Board of the
Aut hority ("the Chairman"), who
is at the sane tinme a non-
executive director and is not a
public officer;

(b) a Managing Director who is at
the same tine an executive
director and is not a public
of ficer;

(c) 2 other executive directors,
not being public officers;

(d) not less than 7 non-executive
directors, not being public

officers; and
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(e) 4 non-executive directors who
are public officers.".
I n subclause (2), by deleting "Chairnman" and
substituting "Chairman and t he Managi ng
Director".
By del eting subclause (3) and substituting -
"(3) The Managing Director is, by virtue
of holding that office, the Deputy Chairman of
the Board of the Authority.".
By del eting subclause (5) and substituting -
"(5) The Managing Director is the

adm ni strative head of the Authority.
Together with the other executive directors,
the Managing Director is responsible, subject
to the direction of the Board of the
Aut hority, for admnistering the affairs of
the Authority and, subject to that direction,
has such other responsibilities as may be

assigned by the Board of the Authority.".

In subclause (1), by deleting "the Deputy
Chairman, if any" and substituting "the
Managi ng Director™.

I n subclause (5), by deleting "the Deputy
Chairman, if any" and substituting "the

Managi ng Director™.
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9 By deleting "Chairman” in both places where it

appears and substituting "Managing Director™.

16 By deleting the clause and substituting -
"16A. Authority to keep proper
accounting records and to

prepare financial statenents

(1) The Authority shall keep such
accounting records as correctly explain its
financial transactions and financial position
and so that -

(a) true and fair financial
statenents can be prepared from
time to tinme; and

(b) those statenents can be
conveniently and properly
audited in accordance with
section 16C.

(2) The Authority shall ensure that the
follow ng financial statenents are prepared as
soon as practicable and in any case not |ater
than 3 nonths after the end of each financial
year -

(a) an inconme and expenditure
account that gives a true and
fair view of the Authority's
i ncone and expenditure for that

year;
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(b) a balance sheet as at the end
of that year that provides a
true and fair view of the
Aut hority's financial position
as at the end of that year.
(3) The Authority shall ensure that the
financial statenents conply with any
accounting standards notified to the Authority

in witing by the Financial Secretary.

16B. Authority to appoint auditor

(1) The Authority shall appoint an
auditor to audit the accounts of the
Aut hority.

(2) As soon as practicable after a
vacancy occurs in the office of auditor, the
Aut hority shall appoint another auditor to

fill the vacancy.

16C. Authority's financial statenents
to be audited

(1) Not later than 3 nonths after the
end of each financial year, the Authority
shall submt the financial statenents prepared
for the financial year to the Authority’s

audi tor for auditing.
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(2) As soon as practicable after
receiving financial statenents submtted by
the Authority, the Authority’s auditor shal
audit the statenents and prepare an auditor’s
report on audit of the financial statenents.
(3) The auditor’s report shall state
whet her or not the financial statenents are,
in the auditor’s opinion, properly drawn up so
as to provide a true and fair view of the
matters referred to in section 16A(2) and in
accordance wth the accounting standards, if
any, notified under section 16A(3) and, if
not, the reasons for that opinion.
(4) The Authority’s auditor is entitled —
(a) to have access at al
reasonable tinmes to the
Aut hority’ s accounting records;
and
(b) to require the Managi ng
Director, the executive
directors and any nenber of the
staff of the Authority to
provide the auditor with such
expl anations and infornmation as
the auditor considers necessary
for the purpose of conducting

the audit.
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(5) As soon as practicable after
conpleting the audit and preparing the
auditor’s report, the Authority’s auditor
shal | -

(a) attach the report to, or
endorse the report on, the
financial statenents that were
audi ted; and

(b) deliver those statenents and
the report to the Authority.

(6) The Authority shall, as soon as
practicable and in any case not later than 6
nont hs after the expiry of a financial year,
furnish —

(a) a report of the affairs of the
Aut hority for that year;

(b) a copy of the audited financial
statenents thereof; and

(c) the auditor’s report on audit
of the financial statenents,

to the Financial Secretary who shall cause the
same to be tabled in the Legislative

Counci | . ".

New The follow ng is added at the beginning of Part V —

"17A. Urban renewal strategy



Page 7
Cl ause Anendnent Pr oposed

(1) The Secretary nmay prepare fromtinme
to time an urban renewal strategy for the
pur poses of this Part relating to the carrying
out of urban renewal .

(2) The Secretary shall consult the
public before finalizing the urban renewal
strategy referred to in subsection (1) in such
manner as he may determ ne, unless he
consi ders that such consultation is not
practi cable due to the exi stence of an urgent
need to prepare, revoke or anend the urban
renewal strategy.

(3) In the course of consultation under
subsection (2), the Secretary need not
di scl ose information which, in his opinion,
woul d not be in the public interest to

di scl ose. ".

18 (a) By deleting subclause (3)(a) and substituting —
"(a) shall follow any guidelines set out
in an urban renewal strategy prepared
under section 17A(1) in relation to
the i npl enentation of those proposals
and projects;".
(b) In subclause (4)(a), by deleting "with or

wi t hout anendnents".
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19 I n subclause (5)(a), by deleting "with or w thout

anendnment s".

20. In subclause (1), by deleting "one nonth" and

substituting "2 nonths".

21. (a) by deleting subclause (4) and substituting —
"(4) The Secretary shall consider
t he devel opnent project and any
obj ecti ons which are not w thdrawn and
det erm ne, consequent upon those
obj ecti ons, whether -

(a) to authorize the Authority to
proceed with the devel opnent
project w thout any anmendnent;
or

(b) to make an anendnent to the
devel opnent project to neet an
obj ecti on rai sed under
subsection (1); or

(c) to decline to authorize the
devel opnent project to neet an
obj ection rai sed under
subsection (1).";

(b) By deleting subclauses (6), (7) and (8) and

substituting —
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"(6) Wiere the Secretary makes an
amendnent to a devel opnment project under
subsection (4)(b) to neet an objection
rai sed under subsection (1), he shal
order the Authority to publish in the
Gazette notice of an amendnent to the
devel opnent project. Were the anmendnent
appears to the Secretary to affect any
| and, other than that of the objector,
the Secretary shall serve notice in
witing of that amendnment on the owner of
that other land or give such other notice
by advertisenent or otherw se as he deens
desirabl e and practicable to the owner of
that other land to informthat owner of
t he amendnent.

(7) The owner of the other |and
nmentioned in subsection (6) who wi shes to
object to the anmendnent nmade by the
Secretary under subsection (4)(b) shal
send to the Secretary a witten statenent
of that objection within —

(a) 14 days in the case of an
owner of the |land included
in the origina

devel opnent proj ect
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submtted to the Secretary
under subsection (3); or
(b) one nonth in the case of an
owner of the land affected
by the anmendnent made by
the Secretary under
subsection (4) and not
i ncluded in the original
devel opnent project
submtted to the Secretary
under subsection (3),
after the service or giving of notice by
the Secretary under subsection (6). The
Secretary shall consider the witten
statenent to determne, in view of that
obj ecti on, whether to authorize the
Aut hority to proceed with the devel opnent
project with or wthout anendnent and
shall serve notice in witing of that
determ nation on the owner who nmade the
obj ecti on.

(8) \Where the Secretary nakes an
anendnent to a devel opnent project under
subsection (4)(b) with amendnents which
i ncl ude an expansi on of the boundaries of
the project, the commencenent date of the

i npl ementation of the part of the project
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concerning the land not included in the
ori gi nal devel opnent project submtted to
the Secretary under subsection (3) shal
be the date when notice was published in
the Gazette under subsection (6). The
commencenent date of the inplenentation
of the part of the project concerning the
| and i ncluded in the original devel opnent
project submtted to the Secretary under
subsection (3) shall remain as provided
under section 20(2).";

In subcl ause (9), by deleting "subsection (4)

or (7)’ and substituting "subsection (4)(a) or

(7N

By addi ng —

"(9A) Wiere the Secretary declines to
aut hori ze a devel opnent project under
subsection (4)(c), he shall order the
Authority to publish in the Gazette
notice of withdrawal of the project. The
Aut hority shall serve notice in witing
of that decision on the owner of the | and
i ncluded in the original devel opnment
project submtted to the Secretary under
subsection (3) or give such other notice
by advertisenent or otherw se as the

Aut hority deens desirable and practicable
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to the owner of the land to informthat
owner of the decision. Any such
wi t hdrawal shall be w thout prejudice to
the preparation of a new devel opnent

proj ect and the publication thereof under

section 20.".

The following is added —

"23A. Appeal Board

(1) The Chief Executive nmay appoint a
panel of persons ("the Appeal Board panel")
whom he considers suitable to sit as nmenbers
of an appeal Board to hear an appeal under
section 23B.

(2) The Chief Executive shall not
appoi nt —

(a) a director of the Authority;
(b) an enployee of the Authority;
or
(c) a public officer;
to the Appeal Board panel.

(3) For the avoi dance of doubt, in
subsection (2), "public officer" does not
i nclude a judge of the Court of First

| nstance, a recorder of the Court of First

| nstance, a deputy judge of the Court of First

I nstance or a District Judge.



Page 13
d ause Anendnent Pr oposed

(4) The Chief Executive may appoint a
nmenber of the Appeal Board panel as Chairnman
of the panel and nmay appoi nt one or nore
menbers as Deputy Chairnmen of the panel as he
thinks fit.

(5) The Chief Executive nmay appoint a
public officer to be the secretary to the
Appeal Board panel who at the same tinme serves
as the secretary to an Appeal Board.

(6) Menbers of the Appeal Board pane
shal |l be appointed for a termnot exceeding 3
years but shall be eligible for reappointnent.

(7) Menbers of the Appeal Board panel
may resign at any tinme by notice in witing
given to the Chief Executive.

(8 On receipt of a notice of appeal,
the secretary to the Appeal Board panel shal
notify the Chairman of the panel who, subject
to subsections (9), (10), (15) and (20), shal
nom nat e an Appeal Board.

(9) The Chairman of the Appeal Board
panel shall not nom nate an Appeal Board to
hear an appeal or act as its Chairman if he
has a direct or indirect interest in the
appeal .

(10) A Deputy Chairnman of the Appea

Board panel designated for the purpose by the
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Chai rman of the panel shall, in the absence of
the Chairman of the panel, or if the Chairnman
of the panel has a direct or indirect interest
in an appeal, nom nate an Appeal Board to hear
t he appeal .

(11) Subsection (9) shall apply to a
Deputy Chairnman of the Appeal Board panel as
it applies to the Chairman of the panel.

(12) A nenber of the Appeal Board panel
shall not be nom nated to an Appeal Board to
hear an appeal or act as its nenber if he has
a direct or indirect interest in the appeal.

(13) Subject to subsections (9), (10),
(12), (15) and (20), the Chairman or a Deputy
Chai rman and 4 ot her nenbers of the Appeal
Board panel shall constitute an Appeal Board
to hear an appeal.

(14) Subject to subsections (9), (10),
(15) and (20), the Chairman or a Deputy
Chai rman of the Appeal Board panel shall act
as the Chairman of an Appeal Board.

(15) If the Chairman of the Appeal Board
panel and the Deputy Chairman desi gnated under
subsection (10) have a direct or indirect
interest in an appeal, the Chief Executive may
appoi nt anot her Deputy Chairman or anot her

nmenber of the panel, who does not have a
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direct or indirect interest in the appeal, to
nom nate an Appeal Board to hear the appeal
and to act as the Chairman of the Appeal
Boar d.

(16) At |least 3 nenbers, one of whom nust
be the Chairman of the Appeal Board, shall be
present to hear and determ ne an appeal.

(17) The Appeal Board shall hear the
appeal and a majority of the nenbers hearing
t he appeal shall determ ne questions before
it.

(18) Where there is an equality of votes
in respect of any question to be determned in
an appeal, the Chairman of the Appeal Board
shall have a casting vote in addition to his
original vote.

(19) A nenber shall not take part in
determ ning the questions before the Appeal
Board unl ess he has been present at all the
Appeal Board neetings held in respect of the
appeal concerned.

(20) If the Chairman of the Appeal Board
panel is precluded by illness or absence from
Hong Kong from exercising his functions —

(a) the Deputy Chairman desi gnated
under subsection (10) shall act

as Chai rman; or
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(b) if the Deputy Chairman
desi gnat ed under subsection
(10) is unable to act as
Chai rman, the Chief Executive
may appoi nt anot her Deputy
Chai rman or another nenber to
act as Chairnman.
(21) The Chairman and the nenbers of an
Appeal Board shall be paid such renmuneration
and al |l owances as the Financial Secretary may

det er m ne.

23B. Appeals
(1) An objector to a devel opnent project
who is aggrieved by a decision of the
Secretary under section 21(4)(a) or 21(7) may
appeal by lodging a notice of appeal with the
secretary to the Appeal Board panel, with a
copy to the Secretary, within 30 days after
notification of the Secretary’s deci sion under
section 21(9).
(2) A notice of appeal under subsection
(1) shall contain the following informtion —
(a) the nane, address and tel ephone
nunber of the appellant and the
appel l ant’ s aut hori sed

representative, if any,;
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(b) details of the decision
appeal ed agai nst;

(c) the grounds of the appeal;

(d) the nane, address and tel ephone
nunmber of all proposed
W t nesses; and

(e) particulars of the evidence to
be given by the w tnesses and
docunents and any ot her thing
to be produced by or on behalf
of the appellant sufficient to
ensure that the Appeal Board
and the Secretary are fully and
fairly informed of the grounds
of appeal .

(3) On receipt of a notice under
subsection (1), the secretary to the Appeal
Board panel shall fix a date, tinme and pl ace
for the hearing of the appeal, which shall be
a date not sooner than 30 days but not nore
than 60 days of the receipt of such notice and
shall give at |east 14 days’ notice thereof to
the appell ant and the Secretary.

(4) The Secretary shall, within 30 days
of receipt of a notice under subsection (1),

serve on the secretary to the Appeal Board
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panel and on the appellant a notice containing

the foll ow ng

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(5) Not

information —

t he nane, address and tel ephone
nunber of the Secretary’s

aut hori sed representative;

t he grounds for opposing the
appeal ;

t he nane, address and tel ephone
nunber of any proposed

W t nesses; and

particulars of the evidence to
be given by the w tnesses and
docunents and any ot her thing
to be produced by or on behalf
of the Secretary sufficient to
ensure that the appellant and
the Appeal Board are fully and
fairly informed of the grounds
of opposing the appeal.

| ess than 7 days prior to the

date set for the hearing of the appeal, the

appel l ant and the Secretary shall -

(a)

| odge with the secretary to the
Appeal Board panel a copy of
wi t ness statenments, docunents

and any other thing to be given
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or produced in evidence at the
hearing of the appeal; and
(b) serve on each other a copy of
W t ness statenents and
docunents and shall give
details of any other thing
| odged with the secretary to
t he Appeal Board panel, which
statenment, docunent or thing is
to be given or produced in
evi dence at the hearing of the
appeal .

(6) The appel |l ant nay abandon the whol e
or any part of his appeal before the date set
for hearing or any adjourned date by giving
the secretary to the Appeal Board panel and
the Secretary not less than 7 days’ notice in
witing of his intention to abandon the whol e
or part of the appeal.

(7) Subject to subsections (8) and (9),
the hearing of an appeal shall be in public.

(8) The Appeal Board nay, by order,
direct that a hearing or part of a hearing is
to be held in private, if after consulting the
appel l ant and the Secretary it is satisfied

that it is desirable to do so.
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(9) \Where the Appeal Board nakes an
order under subsection (8), it may give
directions prohibiting the publication or
di scl osure of evidence given before the Appeal
Board or any matter contained in a docunent
| odged with or received in evidence by the
Appeal Board to sone or all of the parties to
t he appeal .

(10) The appellant and the Secretary may
appear before an Appeal Board in person or by
an aut hori sed representative.

(11) Prior to or at the hearing of an
appeal , an Appeal Board may -

(a) consider and determ ne whet her
a party shoul d have access to
docunents, records, books of
account or other exhibits which
the party clains are rel evant
to the appeal and which are in
t he possession or control of
anot her person and order that
ot her person to give the party
access to such docunents,
records, books of account or
other exhibits as it may think

fit;
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hear evi dence on oath and
adm ni ster any oath necessary
to swear in a wtness;

admt or take into account any
record,

st at enent, docunent,

book of account, other exhibit,
informati on or matter whether
or not it would be adm ssible
as evidence in a court of |law

and

by notice in witing sumobn any
person to appear before it to
gi ve evidence and to produce
any docunent, record, book of
account or other exhibit

specified in the notice.

A witness who is called to give

shall have all of the

rights and privileges of a witness in a civil

action in the Court of First

(13)
(a)

| nst ance.

Any person who —

is served with a sumons under
subsection (11)(d) and who -
(i) refuses or neglects
wi t hout sufficient
cause to appear or to

produce any docunent,
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record or other thing
required to be
produced; or

(ii) refuses to be sworn
or give evidence; or

(b) refuses to conply with an order
of the Appeal Board under
subsection (11),

commts an offence and is liable to a fine of
$50, 000.

(14) The Appeal Board shall inquire into
any matter which it may consider relevant to
t he appeal, whether or not it has been raised
by a party.

(15) No decision of an Appeal Board shal
be questioned by virtue of the absence of a
menber of the Appeal Board during the hearing
of an appeal provided that nenber does not
participate in the final decision of the
Appeal Board.

(16) At the conpletion of the hearing of
an appeal, the Appeal Board may -

(a) confirm reverse or vary the
deci si on appeal ed against as it
thinks fit;

(b) order any party to the appea

to pay only the costs and
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expenses incurred by the Appea
Board i n hearing and

determ ning the appeal, and the
amount of such costs and
expenses shall be determ ned by

t he Appeal Board having regard

(1) t he amount of
remuner ation and
al | onances payable to
the Chairman and the
menbers of the Appea
Board under section
23A(21); and

(1) t he amount of
adm ni strative or
ot her costs and
expenses incurred by
t he Appeal Board in
relation to the
hearing and
determ nation of an

appeal .

Where an Appeal Board nmakes an order

for costs and expenses under subsection (16),

t he Appea

Board shall specify in the order -
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the time limt for making

paynment, not being earlier than
14 days fromthe date of the
order; and
t he person to whom paynent
shal | be made. Were an order
for costs and expenses under
this section is nmade agai nst —
(i) the appellant, the
amount of the costs
and expenses shall be
recoverable as a
civil debt; or

(ii) the Secretary, the
amount of the costs
and expenses shall be
pai d out of the

general revenue.

I f a person nmentioned in subsection

(10) fails to appear on a date set for the

hearing of an appeal,

(a)

(b)

an Appeal Board may -

if it is satisfied that the
failure to appear is due to
reasonabl e cause, adjourn the
hearing to a date and tine that
it thinks fit;

proceed to hear the appeal; or
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(c) dismss the appeal, if the
person who fails to appear as
stated above is the appell ant
or the appellant’s authorised
representative.

(19) If an Appeal Board dism sses an
appeal under subsection (18)(c), an appell ant
may, within 14 days of the nmaking of the order
di sm ssing the appeal, apply in witing to the
secretary to the Appeal Board for the Appea
Board to review its decision.

(20) On a review under subsection (19),
the Appeal Board may, if it is satisfied that
the failure to appear was due to reasonabl e
cause, set aside the order and fix a date and
time as it thinks fit for the hearing, and,
unl ess the parties agree, the date shall be
not |ess than 14 days fromthe date of the
revi ew.

(21) The secretary to the Appeal Board
shall keep a witten record for each appea
of —

(a) the nane of the appellant;

(b) grounds of appeal;

(c) the nane of the appellant’s
aut hori sed representative, if

any;
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(d) the nane of the Secretary’s
aut hori sed representative;

(e) the nane of any witness called
by either party to the appeal;

(f) an outline of the evidence of
each w tness;

(g) the decision of the Appeal
Board and the reasons for the
deci si on; and

(h) any orders made by the Appea
Boar d.

(22) The secretary to the Appeal Board
shall serve on both the appellant and the
Secretary the decision of the Appeal Board,
the reasons for the decision and any orders
made by the Appeal Board.

(23) The secretary to the Appeal Board
shal |l publish in the Gazette notice of
deci sion of the Appeal Board concerning —

(a) any decision referred to in
subsection (16), in the case
where no review of the decision
is applied under subsection
(19); or

(b) any decision of the Appeal

Board after consideration of
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t he revi ew under subsection
(19).

(24) Any notice or order of an Appeal
Board shall be issued under the hand of the
Chai rman of the Appeal Board.

(25) The Chairman of the Appeal Board
panel may, as regards the general application
by all, determ ne the practice or procedure in
relation to a matter if provision has not been
made under sections 23A and 23B for the
practice or procedure in respect thereof.

(26) The Chairman of an Appeal Board may,
as regards a particular hearing, determne the
practice or procedure in relation to a matter
i f provision has not been made under sections
23A and 23B for the practice or procedure in

respect thereof.".

I n subclause (1)(b), by deleting "21(4), (5)
or (7) and substituting "21(4)(a), (5) or
(n";

I n subclause (2)(b), by deleting "21(4), (5)
or (7) and substituting "21(4)(a), (5) or

(7)".
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I n subclause (5), by deleting ", including
every enployment contract or other agreenent
wi th any person,";
By addi ng —

"(8A) The effect of subsections (5)
and (8) in relation to any enpl oynent
contract wwth the Land Devel opnent
Corporation in force imedi ately before
t he commencenent of Parts Il to VIII of
this Ordinance is nerely to nodify that
contract (as fromthat day) by
substituting the Authority for the Land
Devel opnent Cor poration and, accordingly,
enpl oynent with the Land Devel opnent
Corporation and the Authority under an
enpl oynent contract to which those
subsections apply is deened for al
pur poses to be a single continuing

enpl oynent . ".

By del eting subsection (1) and substituting —
"(1) The Chief Executive shal
determne the ternms and conditions of
appoi ntnent of the Chairman of the Board
of the Authority.";

By addi ng —
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"(1A) An executive director,
i ncl udi ng the Managing Director, is
entitled to such ternms and conditions of
of fice (including remuneration and
al l omances) as the Chief Executive may,
fromtime to tine, determne in respect
of the director.";
(c) In section 7(3), by deleting "Chairman of the
Board"” and substituting "Managing Director”;
(d) In section 7(4), by deleting "Chairman of the

Board"” and substituting "Managi ng Director”.



