(Revised)

VA

Legislative Council

LC Paper No. CB(3) 640/99-00

Paper for the House Committee meeting

on 3 March 2000

Questions scheduled for the
Legislative Council meeting on 15 March 2000

(Subject to change by Members before expiry of formal notice period)

Questions by:
1)
)
©)

(4)

(5)
(6)
(7)
(8)
)
(10)

(11)
(12)

(13)

(14)
(15)
(16)
(7)
(18)
(19)

(20)

Hon TAM Yiu-chung
Hon James TIEN

Hon YEUNG Yiu-chung

(Oral reply)
(Oral reply)

(Oral reply)

(New question)

(Replacing the question previously placed under this number)

Hon CHOY So-yuk
(Replacing her previous question)

Ir Dr Hon HO Chung-tai
Hon Kenneth TING
Hon Howard YOUNG
Dr Hon David LI

Hon Christine LOH

Hon Emily LAU
(Replacing her previous question)

Hon LAU Kong-wah
Hon Emily LAU

Hon LAU Kong-wah
(Replacing his previous question)

Hon NG Leung-sing
Hon Howard YOUNG
Hon Eric LI

Hon Timothy FOK
Hon Eric LI

Hon TAM Yiu-chung

Hon CHOY So-yuk

(Oral reply)

(Oral reply)
(Oral reply)
(Written reply)
(Written reply)
(Written reply)

(Written reply)

(Written reply)
(Written reply)

(Written reply)

(Written reply)
(Written reply)
(Written reply)
(Written reply)
(Written reply)
(Written reply)

(Written reply)

(New question)

(New question)

(New question)

(New question)
(New question)
(New question)

(New question)

(The question was originally scheduled for requiring an oral reply)



z =

# Member will ask the question in this language



#(1)

L) e
Reverse mortgage scheme
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Native-English speaking teachers scheme
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Hon YEUNG Yiu-chung (Oral Reply)

The Government's goal is to have school-based management implemented
in all schools by 2000. In this connection, will the Government inform
this Council of:

@) the respective numbers of schools which have implemented or
will implement school-based management by the end of the last,
current and next school years, their respective percentages in the
total number of schools in Hong Kong, and provide a breakdown
of such numbers and percentages by government and aided
schools as well as primary and secondary schools;

(b) the experience gained and the difficulties encountered in the
implementation of school-based management; and

(c) the specific measures to expedite the implementation of school-
based management in schools?
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Indulgence in Internet Online Communication Network
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Regulation for the safety use of acetylene gas
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Educating investors of the risks in stocks trading
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Hon Howard YOUNG (Written reply)

Bangladesh has granted visa-free access to both Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region ("HKSAR") and British National (Overseas)
("BNO") passport holders. | have, however, received complaints from a
few travel agents that their clients who travelled separately to Bangladesh
with the above mentioned passports had been requested to pay USD30 and
USDG60 respectively because they did not have a visa on entry to the country.
Neither was a receipt issued nor a visa stamped on their passports after
payment. In this connection, will the Government inform this Council of:

@) the measures it has taken to ensure that the immigration controls of
those countries who offer visa-free access to holders of HKSAR
and BNO passports are aware of such policy; and

(b) the advice it offers to such passport holders of the action they
should take when they are asked to pay the above-mentioned fees
upon arrival at the immigration control in Bangladesh?
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Dr Hon David LI (Written reply)

While the Customs' special anti-piracy taskforce has decimated the number
of outlets of pirated products, the criminals are more violent when they are
under arrest, as witnessed by the increased number of injuries on the part of
Customs officers whilst undertaking such duties last year. In this
connection, will the Government inform this Council whether:

@) it will consider providing additional training to Customs officers to
ensure their personal safety while performing law-enforcement
duties; and

(b) it will deploy extra manpower or weapons in such law-

enforcement actions; if not, of the reasons for that?
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#(9) Hon Christine LOH (Written reply)

Regarding the efficient planning and utilisation of the radio frequency
spectrum within Hong Kong, will the Administration inform this Council:

@) whether the People's Liberation Army Military Force stationed in
Hong Kong, which took over a set of FM radio frequencies from
the former British Forces Broadcasting Service, has any plans to
broadcast; if so, of the details; and if not, whether the frequency
band will be transferred back to the HKSAR Government for
allocation to other uses; if so, whether the Administration will
consider

Q) switching Radio 3, Radio 5 and the Putonghua channels
of Radio Television Hong Kong ("RTHK") to FM
broadcasting for better reception;

(i) introducing more commercial broadcasters to enable a
more lively and diverse radio service provision; and

(i) setting aside frequency bands for broadcasting by non-
commercial or community based organisations to provide
a richer civic environment; and

(b) of the results of RTHK's field tests on Digital Audio Broadcasting
("DAB") completed last year; and how DAB will assist in
overcoming the shortcomings of FM and AM analogue
broadcasting?
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Employment of foreign English teachers for primary schools
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Prosecution against speed driving by drivers of franchised buses
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Hon Emily LAU (Written reply)

Recently a construction company was fined $250,000 by a magistrate for
failing to comply with building regulations. Faults were found in piling
woks of a 27-story residential tower in Happy Valley in august 1998 where
six piles were shorter than specified. The magistrate imposed the
maximum fine and said the case had fundamental impact on public
perception of the company and other construction companies in Hong Kong.
He said fines of up to $5 million would not be excessive as tenants could be

endangered by faulty works. Will the Executive Authorities inform this

Council:

@ the number of cases involving defective piling in the past three
years;

(b) whether there are plans to substantially increase the fines and to
introduce prison sentence for such offences; and

(©) actions that have been taken to strengthen monitoring of these

building works?
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Loans made by the Exchange Fund
through the International Monetary Fund
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Design of highways for emergency parking
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Hon Howard YOUNG (Written Reply)

Will the Government inform this Council of the number of persons, broken
down by nationality, to whom Hong Kong permanent identity cards have
been issued in accordance with Article 24(4) of the Basic Law of the Hong
Kong Special Administrative Region since the reunification?
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Listing costs on the Growth Enterprise Market
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Plans for the former Yaumatei Theatre
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Communications between SFC and SEHK
with Growth Enterprise Market companies
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Development of gateball activities
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Promotion of betting activities on the Internet
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