(Revised)

UEE
Legislative Council

LC Paper No. CB(3) 717/99-00

Paper for the House Committee meeting
on 24 March 2000

Questions scheduled for the
Legislative Council meeting on 5 April 2000

(Subject to change by Members before expiry of formal notice period)

Questions by:

1) Hon TAM Yiu-chung (Written reply)
2 Hon LEUNG Yiu-chung (Written reply)
3) Hon SIN Chung-kai (Written reply)
4) Hon Emily LAU (Written reply)
(5) Hon LAU Kong-wah (Written reply)
(6) Hon Christine LOH (Written reply)
(7 Hon Emily LAU (Written reply)
(8) Hon LAU Kong-wah (Written reply)
9) Hon TAM Yiu-chung (Written reply) (New question)
(Replacing the question previously placed under this number)
(10) Hon David CHU (Written reply)
(11) Hon Michael HO (Written reply)
(12) Hon Eric LI (Written reply)
(13) Dr Hon TANG Siu-tong (Written reply)
(14) Hon Bernard CHAN (Written reply)
(15) Dr Hon David LI (Written reply) (New question)

Note : There will be no oral question for the Legislative Council meeting on
5 April 2000.
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Some of the Fairview Park premises not granted occupation permits
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Potential breach of Article 144 of the Basic Law
by the new subsidy arrangement for welfare NGOs
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Promoting the disadvantaged groups to use IT
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#(4) Hon Emily LAU (Written reply)

In view of the potential conflict of interests resulted from journalists
reporting on share market activities who may also trade on shares, will the
Executive Authorities inform this Council whether the Independent
Commission Against Corruption will discuss with journalist associations
with a view to formulating a code of practice for journalists to follow; if so,
of the details; if not, the reasons for that?
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Extension of structural safety guarantee for HOS flats
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Hon Christine LOH (Written reply)

With reference to the Government's stated transport policy of using railways as the
first choice to meet passenger traffic demand wherever practicable and the ongoing
studies to develop the Route 7 highway, which will connect Aberdeen and
Kennedy Town, will the Government inform this Council:

(a)

(b)

(©)
(d)

(€)

()

(9)

(h)

(i)

)

(k)

(0

the respective costs incurred so far on feasibility, engineering and
environmental studies conducted specifically on Route 7 highway;

the quantity and proportion of freight traffic that is expected to use Route
7

the quantity and proportion of private vehicles expected to use Route 7;

whether it has assessed if the development of Route 7 is consistent with
Government policy of discouraging private car use;

whether it has conducted a detailed feasibility study of constructing a
Mass Transit Railway ("MTR™) South Island line as an alternative to
Route 7, to meet the traffic demand in the Southern district; if not, of the
reasons for that;

the respective costs of feasibility, engineering and environmental studies
conducted on the railway option;

how the direct costs to the Government in the construction of Route 7
compare to building an MTR South Island line;

whether it has evaluated the reduction in traffic that will be brought about
by a railway on existing roads in the Southern, and whether this would
provide sufficient additional capacity to accommodate the growth in
freight traffic;

of the criteria it uses to evaluate road-based versus rail-based options, and
the respective weights given to each criterion;

whether it will consider the overall economic rather than simply the
financial aspects of railways wversus road projects, and how such
economic factors will be included in the final evaluation;

whether it has estimated the impact on property values of the two options
within the area; if so, of the details; and

whether it has considered alternative uses for the shoreline between
Aberdeen and Kennedy Town?
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Decreasing number of CSSA cases
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Accident rate of minibuses
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Clearance of unauthorized rooftop structures
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Internet users being trapped to pay distance call charges
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Law enforcement against selling pork containing Clenbuterol
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Expert advice sought by the Law Drafting Division
of the Department of Justice
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KMB not taking out full motor vehicle third party risk insurance
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Hon Bernard CHAN (Written reply)

The Social Welfare Department provides residential care services for the
elderly including hostels, homes for the aged, care-and-attention homes and
nursing homes. But there are repeated complaints that applicants have no
wait for a long time before they are allocated with places. In this

connection, will the Government inform this Council:

@) are there any applicants who had their names removed from the
waiting list for those places because they died, or applicants who got
selected but were found to be dead on selection; if yes, who many

were the cases in recent years; and

(b) on average how long is the waiting time for an applicant for

different types of residential care services; and

(c) will the Government shorten the waiting time?
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Dr Hon David LI (Written reply)

According to a survey conducted by the Hong Kong Young Women's
Christian Association, many teachers surveyed felt extraordinary pressure in
work and found serious difficulty in handling students' problems because
they lacked the necessary experience, counselling skills and professional
knowledge. In this connection, will the Government inform this Council
of:

@) the progress of its plan to provide each Secondary School with one
school social worker; and

(b) the community resources available to teachers to assist them in
coping with stress?



