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Hon Christine LOH (Oral reply)

Given that the new Hong Kong Exchanges and Clearing Limited is a profit-
making company limited by shares and thus has a fiduciary duty of
maximizing profits towards its shareholders, will the Government inform
this Council whether:

(@)

(b)

(©

it has assessed if the tendency of the company to loosen listing
rules in order to attract more business is compatible with the
company's role to protect investors' interests; if it is assessed to be
compatible, of the detailed rationale for that;

in order to minimize market uncertainty, it will consider allowing
the company to exercise discretion to waive, but not to revise the
terms of, certain listing rules in respect of a particular listing
application; and

it knows the reasons for the United Kingdom Government's
decision to transfer on 1 May 2000 the role of listing authority
from the London Stock Exchange to the market regulator - the
Financial Services Authority, and whether it will follow suit; if it
will not, of the reasons for that?
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Enhanced productivity plans submitted by Government Departments
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Low wages earned by workers employed by contractors
providing cleaning/security services for UGC-funded organisations
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Monitoring of demolition works for unauthorized structures
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Cases of several households sharing one PRH rental flat
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Traffic volumes of cross-Harbour tunnels
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Plans of the Mainland authorities
to extend the Beijing-Hong Kong railways
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Provision of support for Hong Kong delegation of NPC and NPPCC
by the HKSAR office in Beijing
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Security of information systems
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Cases of tenants failure to pay rents
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Open up Government and subvented schools for use
by community groups during evenings and holidays
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Faults reportedly exist in the vicinity of the Shing Mun Reservoir
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Senior staff of UGC-funded tertiary institutions taking up
remunerated director posts in private organisations
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Prosecution against smoky vessels
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Cremation services of the Food and Environment Department
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Identifying road sections where smoky vehicles are often spotted
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IDC/World Times Information Society Index
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Hon Christine L OH (Written reply)

Regarding the promotion of fair competition in Hong Kong, will the
Government inform this Council of:

@) the criteria for selecting the business sectors which need to be
brought under regulation in respect of fair competition;

(b) the advantages and disadvantages for adopting a comprehensive
approach, backed up by relevant legislation and regulatory
mechanisms, and those for the current sectoral approach; and

(c) the reasons for adopting the current sectoral approach and not a
comprehensive approach?
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Formulate new measures to tackle air pollution
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Dr Hon David LI (Written reply)

A survey commissioned by the Council on Smoking and Health found that
69% of the respondents preferred all restaurants to be smoke-free whilst
80% would patronise a smoke-free restaurant if they were to dine out with
children. In this connection, will the Government inform this Council
whether it will consider introducing legislation to completely ban smoking
in restaurants in order to protect the health of the public and workers of the
catering industry; if so, of the implementation timetable; if not, the reasons
for that?



