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Improvement measures for train services
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Exercise of the power to demand members of the public
to show proof of identity by the Police
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3) Hon CHAN Yuen-han (Oral Reply)

The consultancy study “Urban Design Guidelines for Hong Kong”
commissioned by the Government in 1998 is expected to complete by
the end of this year. In the study, means to preserve the views of the
ridgelines along both sides of the Victoria Harbour have been
explored. In this connection, will the Government inform this
Council:

(a) whether, since the relocation of the airport to Lantau Island, any
government or private buildings which are newly built or nearing
completion in areas where height restriction was implemented for
aviation safety reasons are blocking or will block the view of the
ridgelines of the Lion Rock; and

(b) whether any policies or concrete plans are in place to retain the
visibility of the Kowloon peaks and ridgelines from the former
HMS Tamar of the Admiralty on Hong Kong Island; if it has, of the
details; if not, of the reasons?
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Large passenger flow at Lo Wu border control point
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Determination of franchised bus fares
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Layoff plan of the CLP Limited
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Abuse of the CSSA system
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Manpower planning of professionals
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Removal of sanitary wares of new HOS flats by owners
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Hon LAW Chi-kwong (Written reply)

Will the Government inform this Council of:

(a) the number of fixed penalty tickets issued to motorcycle owners
for illegal parking over the past five years;

(b) the number of motorcycle parking spaces designated on
residential land annually over the past five years; and

(c) the current supply and demand situations of motorcycle parking
spaces in various districts of Hong Kong during rush hours and
non-rush hours respectively?
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Outpatient services of Government clinics
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Hiring of professional accountants
by the Securities and Futures Commission
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Hon Howard YOUNG (Written reply)

Will the Government inform this Council whether it has assessed the
feasibility of operating commercial helicopter services between Hong Kong
and Macau; if the assessment result is in the positive, of its implementation

plans; if the assessment result is in the negative, of the reasons for that?
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Hon Christine LOH (Written reply)

Regarding the adverse health effects suffered by the public during periods
when the Air Pollution Index ("API") reaches 'high' levels, will the
Government inform this Council:

(a)

(b)

(©

(d)

(€)

whether it has assessed if persons suffering from heart diseases,
asthma or respiratory diseases are entitled to paid leave on days of
high pollution, as they will have to venture into the streets with
polluted air on the journey to work;

whether, in view of the risks associated with travelling to and from
work, it plans to issue a code, similar to the Code of Practice in
times of Typhoons and Rainstorms, recommending employers not
to require employees to report for duty on days of poor air quality
unless their services are absolutely essential;

given the particular vulnerability of young people to polluted air,
whether it plans to close schools down on days when the API
exceeds 100; if not, at what pollution level will it consider doing
S0;

whether it is a breach of the Occupational Safety and Health
Regulations (Cap. 509 sub. leg.) for employers to supply air to a
workplace by drawing in external air which has a quality inferior to
the Air Quality Objectives; and

of the legal protection for workers who are required to work
outside when the air quality is inferior to the Air Quality
Objectives?
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(Written reply)

#(15) HonEmily LAU

Will the Government inform this Council whether:

@ it is aware of the details of the "Health City" project in Tseung
Kwan O;
it has assessed the effectiveness of the project in promoting public

(b)
health using a multi-disciplinary approach; and

it will consider allocating resources for organizing similar projects

(©)

in future?
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Fault level of autotoll
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Hon Martin LEE (Written Reply)

At present, the "respirable suspended particulates™ concentration, in respect
of which an air quality objective has been set, is measured by the weight of
particulates with an aerodynamic diameter of less than 10 micrometres
(known as "PM10") in every cubic metre of air. In view of the fact that
the smaller the size of a particulate is, the greater impact it has on human
health, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ("EPA™) introduced air
quality standards for PM2.5 in 1997. In this connection, will the
Government inform this Council:

@ of the respective numbers of days in the territory since 1998, broken
down by districts, on which the "24-hour average PM2.5 pollutant
concentration™ in the air exceeded the standards established by the
EPA;

(b) whether the Environmental Protection Department has plans to
commission a consultancy study on the source of PM2.5 pollutants
in the territory; if it has, of the details and the timetable; and

(©) whether it will consider introducing an air quality objective based
on PM2.5?
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Unrelated elderly persons sharing PRH units
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Hon Christine L OH (Written reply)

The notification rate of TB in Hong Kong has increased over the last few
years to 115/100 000 in 1998. Will the Government inform this Council:

(a)

(b)

(©)

(d)

(€)

why the rate is rising;

why Hong Kong is placed internationally in the category of
countries which are “highly affected”;

who among the population are most affected,;
whether the DoH has a comprehensive information collection
system to monitor the effectiveness of treatments for TB patients;

and if not, why not; and

whether there will be a re-examination of policy and priorities
relating to the management of this disease?
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Health education curricula in primary and secondary schools
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