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(Translation)

Motion on “Alleviating the disparity between the rich and the poor”
to be moved by Hon CHAN Wing-chan
at the Legislative Council meeting
on Wednesday, 1 March 2000

Wording of the Motion

“That, in view of the fact that the structurally imbalanced development of the
local economy over the past 20-plus years has resulted in the less skilled and less
educated labour being forced out of the market or to take up jobs with lower
remuneration, that the financial turmoil has dealt a further blow to the job
market, causing a deterioration in the employment environment and a drastic
drop in the living standards of the grass-roots labour, and that the Government
has cut back the financial assistance to the poor in a bid to tighten expenditure,
thereby aggravating the disparity between the rich and the poor, this Council
urges the Government to expeditiously formulate a policy of assisting the local
labour to re-join the workforce, with a view to alleviating the disparity between
the rich and the poor; the specific measures should include:

(a) formulating a priority employment policy to ensure that local workers will
be given priority in employment;

(b) initiating a ‘re-employment support scheme’ to assist the unemployed in
receiving urgent assistance and appropriate bridging-over training to
facilitate their re-joining the labour market;

(c) increasing the investment in human resource training targeted at the needs
of the less educated labour and new arrivals to Hong Kong and offering
more effective general and technical training; and

(d) developing emerging industries such as the waste recycling and recovery
industry in Hong Kong, in order to provide a certain number of labour-
intensive jobs belonging to the less skilled categories, consolidate the local
job market and give impetus to social services.”

(Draft as at 17.2.2000)



