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LAW ASSOCIATION (HKUSU)

Tel: 2108 4180

Miss Margaret Ng 15™ March., 2000
Room 116, New Henry House

10 lee Housce Streel Ry Fax and Mail
Central

Hong Kong Fax no. 2108 4559
Dear Miss Ng,

Re: The reduction of subsidics of tuition fees for PCL.L

According to the news articles in Mingpao and South China Morning Post on 2* March
2000, the University Grants Committee (UGC) has proposed a reduction of governmenlt.
subsidies for the Postgraduate Centificate in Laws (PCLL) programme in (wo years' time. It
this proposal comes into reality, the wition fces of the PCLL. will risc significantly to
$170,000 (based on a preliminary calculation by our faculty, delails please refer to the annex
6) from the present $42,000.

Many of our law studcnts worry about this proposal because not many of us can afford
the high proposed tuition fces.  In responsc to this proposal, we have written a public letter
to Mrs Alice I.am, the Chairlady of the UGC (please refer to the annex 3) and we have also
collected signatures from our fcllow law students to show our strong opposition against this
proposal (please reter to the annex 2).

We understand that the influence we can exert is limited, your help is sincerely needed.
As the Chairman of the Panel on Administration of Justice and Legal Services in Legislative
Council, you would be in a stronger position to trigger discussion in the Legislative Council,
which will surely bring pressure on the UGC so as to make them reconsider the proposal.

Attached is also the article “PCI L. Education in Hong Kong and the Question of Public
Funding” preparcd by Professor Albert HY Chen who is the Dean of the Faculty of
Law(please rcfer to the annex 3).

Thank you for your kind attention.

Yours truly.

Tlon Wai Ilon, Wayne ‘
I'he Chaimnan of the Law Association. HKUSU 2000-2001
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We are collecting signatures to act as a voice against
the University Grants Committee’s (UGC)
proposal of reducing the government subsidies for
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We are collecting signatures to act as a voice against
the University Grants Committee’s (UGC)
proposal of reducing the government subsidies for
the Postgraduate Certificate in Laws(PCLL)
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We are collecting signatures to act as a voice against
the University Grants Committee’s (UGC)
proposal of reducing the government subsidies for
the Postgraduate Certificate in Laws(PCLL)
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We are collecting signatures to act as a voice against
the University Grants Committee’s (UGC)
proposal of reducing the government subsidies for
the Postgraduate Certificate in Laws(PCLL)
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A Letter to Mrs Alice Lam, the Chairman of the University Grants
Committee (UGC).

1t was reported in the media that the University Grants Committee has
proposed a reduction of government subsidies for the Postgraduate Certificate in
. Laws (PCLL) programme in two years' time. Three criteria werc stated as
.gui'i:!elines for this proposed reduction:

LA

jl:._. Whether the curricula concerned are second degrees (for instance
master or doctorate degree);
2. Whether the purposes of the curricula concerned are for the personal

enhancement;
3. Whether the curricula concerned train pcople for whom the community has a

special need.

In response to the proposed reduction in subsidies, we put forward the following

comments:

1. -The increasc in tuition fees as suggested by the media should not be regarded

~ as the official figure. The University of Hong Kong will determine the
ultimate figure. Howcver, it is foreseeable that without such subsidies,
thero will be a huge increase in PCLL’s tuition fees inevitably. The entry of
the profession will be hinged on wealth. If this proposal comes into a reality,
the situation will go backwards to the time when the legal profession was
only available to the upper class. In fact, to maintain the quality of the
future legal profession, tightening the entry requirement would be a more

sensible way instead of increasing the tuition fees.

2. - The nature of PCLL is fundamentally different from other postgraduate

courses: .
« According to the Legal Practitioners Ordinance (Cap 159), PCLL is the

statutory pre-requisite course for entering the legal profession while
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LAW ASSOCIATION (HKUSU)
let: 2/08 4180

ROOM 532, FACULTY OF LAW K K. LEUNGC BUILDING, Fax: 2/08 4559
THE UNIVERSITY OF HONG KONG. Email: lawassn @ hkusuc. hku hk

other postgraduate courses may not be a must to enter into the
respective professions.

+ The PCLL programme has becn designed as an integral part of a 4-year
Package. For example, tax law is taught in some bachelor programmes
for busincss and accountancy, but is not taught in the Bachelor of Laws

. (LLB) programme and is left to the PCLL.- A
-« Law students enter the LLB course on the expectation that PCLL is an
integral partof the legal education. The proposal that undermines such
, R expectation is unfair to current LLB students. '
& In faét, an overwhélming majority of LLB graduates continue to study ‘»
PCLL. The proposal will deprive law students of the opportunities to
pursue a career in the legal field.

3. Legal Education is under a current overall review, during which there will
be a consultation period. In the mean time, the government has proposed a
reduction of subsidy which might invite no formal consultation. We suggest
that the UGC should consider the recommendations made pursuant to

-thorough review and consultation before they apply the proposal to PCLL.

4. " Itis reported in the mass media that those courses considered to be
._ beneﬁcial to the society would not be subject to this proposed reduction. It
-is not clear on what basis the UGC regards a coursc as necessary or not.

We put forward that the following considerations should be taken account

of.

» Inview of the transformation of the political, economic and legal aspects,
the legal profession has distinct roles to play. For instance, the advent of
the new constitutional order, the advancement of information
technology and even the introduction of the Mandatory Provident Funds
makes it obligatory to train a lot of legal professionals to encounter the
forthcoming challenges. _ .

The mission of legal profession is to uphold the Rule of Law. A sound
legal system is vital to the competitiveness of Hong Kong.

We sincerely hope the University Grants Committee can give our comments
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LAW ASSOCIATION (HKUSU)
Tel: 2108 4180

ROOM 532, FACULTY OF LAW, K.X. LEUNG BUILDING., Fax: 2108 455%
THE UNIVERSITY OF HONG KONC. Email: lawassn@hkusuc. hku, bk

thorough consideration.

Regards,
Law Association Executive Committee, HKUSU 2000-2001

13" March, 2000

Persons to contact: Hon Wai Hon, Wayne
Tang Chun Pong, Carficld
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